
 òFor if the trumpet give an uncertain sound, who shall prepare himself to battle?ó  1Corinthians 14:8 

òThus saith the Lord, Stand ye in the ways, and see, and ask for the old paths, where is the good way, and walk 
therein, and ye shall find rest for your soulséó Jeremiah 6:16 

Published by: 
Albany Missionary Baptist Church                          Albany OR 
web site: http://albanymissionarybaptist.org 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~  

Bethel Missionary Baptist Church                                  Creswell OR 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~  

Calvary Missionary Baptist Church                             Reedsport OR 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~  

First Landmark Missionary Baptist Church                 Springfield OR 
web site: www.flmbc.org 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~  

First Missionary Baptist Church of Union Gap               Sutherlin OR 
web site: www.uniongapfmbc.com 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~  

Landmark Missionary Baptist Church                               Toledo OR 
web site: http://www.ourchurch.com/member/t/toledobaptist/ 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~  

Landmark Missionary Baptist Church                        Vancouver WA 
web site: www.ourchurch.com/member/v/VancouverLMBC 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~  

Medford Missionary Baptist Church                                Medford OR 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~  

Salem Missionary Baptist Church                                   Gervais OR 
web site: http://salemmbc.us 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~  

What is the worst sin that man can commit? 
This is a question that has been talked 
about many times over the ages by various 
people and religions. Most often we are 
influenced by some specific sin that has 
affected us, or our society. It is far more 
important to find out how God views this 
subject and not manôs opinion. 
 

Before we answer this question, let us take 
a look at the very nature of God. God is the 
only Holy One. (Revelation 15:4 ñfor thou 
only art holyò) God is righteous. (Jeremiah 
12:1 ñrighteous art thou, O LORDò) God 
judges in truth and righteousness. 
(Revelation 16:7 ñtrue and righteous are thy 
judgmentsò) God uses His Word to judge in 
truth. (Romans 2:2 & John 17:17 ñwe are 
sure that the judgment of God is according 
to truthò and ñthy word is truthò) God is the 
holy, righteous God that uses His Word to 
judge after truth and righteousness. So 
when we look at how God views things, we 
know that He does so without our limita-
tions or prejudices. 
 

We must stop and consider that when I see 
a sin that I really hate or think is really bad, 
God may not see that same sin the way I 
do. (Isaiah 55:8-9 ñmy thoughts are not 
your thoughtsò) This verse in Isaiah is often 
very hard for us, especially when we are 
trying to serve God. It is hard for us to con-
sider that God views things differently than 
my worldly view. 
 

So how does God view sin? Romans 6: 23, 
ñFor the wages of sin is death.ò You will 
notice that the word  ñsinò is singular; every 

sin that man can fathom is worthy of death. 
Every sin is worthy of eternal separation 
from God in an everlasting fire, knowing 
only terror, pain, suffering, hopelessness, 
fear, anguish, destruction, fire, darknessé 
and the list goes on. This applies to every 
sin. When your small child lies, when some-
one cuts you off in traffic and you wish 
them ill (for only a moment), when you hear 
about someone getting a new car and you 
think, ñThey donôt need or deserve that car,ò 
it applies. God views any one of these sins 
worthy of death. (Hell) 1 John 3:4, ñFor sin 
is the transgression of the law. . .ò Anytime 
we break the law of God, we are worthy of 
death. The apostle Paul articulates this 
truth very clearly. (1 Timothy 1:15, ñChrist 
Jesus came into the world to save sinners; 
of whom I am chief.ò) You will notice that he 
didnôt say, ñI was,ò he said, ñI am,ò as in 

now. Paul knew and accepted the fact that 
while we live in this flesh, we are revolting 
sinners and worthy of death. Thank the 
Lord Jesus Christ, my Messiah, that He 
loved me enough to save my wretched 
soul. 
 

Does God treat one sin greater than anoth-
er? To further illustrate how God sees sin, 
letôs look at Romans 1:22-32. Please read 
these verses and you will find God puts all 
of these sins in the same category. These 
sins include homosexuality, fornication, 
murder, and haters of God. But God also 
puts covetousness, envy, backbiters, 
proud, and disobedient to parents in the 
same category. God sees them all the 
same. It is important to note that God does 
tell His church to treat some sins differently 
than others. (treating a sin differently is not 
the same as being worse than) We see in 
Titus 3:10, Romans 16:17, and 1 Corinthi-
ans 5:11 that the church, (not you or I), is to 
put certain individuals out of the church if 
they commit certain sins. The sin that the 
church treats the hardest is an individual 
that is an heretic. 
 

Letôs stop here and take a very strong look 
at how we see certain sins and how God 
sees those same sins. We can look at mur-
der as arguably the ñworstò sin. Moses, 
David, and Paul all committed murder. God 
does not condone these actions, but look at 
how He used each of these men after they 
killed. (Continued on page five)  

Text: John 14:1-3 

In this day there cannot be a more im-

portant subject on our minds. We can 

see the Scriptures literally being ful-

filled. There are many different ideas 

concerning the LORDôS coming, but 

there is one fact that cannot be denied. 

That is, that He will come. He said, ñI 

will comeò, and He cannot lie. The sec-

ond coming is a fact and this fact will 

become a reality very soon. However, 

the exact time of His coming we cannot 

know because Jesus said, ñno man 

knoweth the day nor the hour,ò not even 

the angels of heaven, but His Father 

only. (Matt. 24:36) He went on to de-

scribe the signs of the times and as we 

see these Scriptures being fulfilled be-

fore our very eyes, we know that His 

coming cannot be far off. 

Christós second coming is in two stages, but 
ñlet not your heart be troubledò. 
 

A.  He comes for His people. 

     1. His coming is personal. 1 Thess. 4:16 
and 1 John 3:1-2 

     2. His coming is to be unexpected by the 
world. (Matt. 24:36) Noah was in the ark 7 
days before the flood. Godôs people will be 
in Heaven for 7 years before the wicked will 
see Christ come. 

     3. His servants are commanded to 
watch. (Matt. 25:13) 

     4. His coming is secret, as a thief. (Matt. 
24:42-44) 
     5. None but believers will see Him, cho-
sen witnesses. (Acts 1:9-11) 
     6. At this time, the dead in Christ arise. 
(1 Thess. 4:16) 

     7. Living saved are changed. (I Thess. 
4:17; 1 Corn. 15:51) 

     8. A mysterious separation will take 
place on earth. The saved are taken, but 
the unsaved are left. (Luke 17: 34-36) 
     9. After the rapture of the saved, the 

antichrist will be made known. (2 Thess. 2:6
-10) He makes a peace pact, or covenant, 
with the Jews. Dan. 9:27 and Rev. 6:2 bear 
this out. Peace is short lived. (Rev 6: 12-17) 
  
B. He comes with His saints. 

     1. At the end of the tribulation, Christ 
comes in person, in power, and great glory 
with His people. (Matt. 24:30) 

     2. He comes publicly. (Rev 1:7) 

     3. He comes as a King. (Matt. 25:34) 
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L The word ñchurchò defined: 

 

!  The meaning of the word translated 
ñchurchò in the New testament is vital 

to this study. (1) It was translated from the 
Greek term ñekklesiaò, and simply means ñ 
a called out assemblyò. (2) It refers to a      
congregation of people who worship in a 
particular locality. (3) It is used over one 
hundred times in the New Testament, and 
that is the meaning every time. Acts 19:21-
41 employs the term in its ordinary use in 
those days. Notice that it was a congrega-
tion, or assembly of people. In fact, it is 
translated ñassemblyò in verses 32, 39 and 
41. (4) If there is no congregation to assem-
ble, there is no church. 
 

.  An ekklesia is more than just an 
assembly. (1) It is a ñcalled outò as-

sembly. (2) This passage in Acts refers to 
two kinds of assemblies, but they were both 
ñcalled outò. (3) The difference between the 
two was the source of their call. One was 
legal, while the other was illegal. (4) Christ 
was the One Who ñcalled outò disciples to 
formulate His first church, (text). There was 
a definite ñcalling outò by the LORD, and 
there was a definite ñassemblyò with the 
LORD. 
 

/  An ñekklesiaò assembled to transact certain business. (1) The assembly 
in Acts 19 was not legally constituted; 
therefore, the business they transacted was 
illegal. (2) The LORDôS churches assemble 
to transact His business as specified in His 
Word. 
 

5  Another matter of vital importance is 
the fact an ekklesia was not com-

posed of every resident of a particular city. 
(1) A person had to qualify specifically to 
serve in an ekklesia. One who is a believer 
may qualify for membership in a church, but 
not every believer automatically qualifies, 
Matthew 11:11; John 10:16. (2) There was 
a called out assembly by the LORD before 
Pentecost. 

LL The Ordinances: 
 

!  There are two pictorial ordinances, 
baptism and the LORDôS Supper. (1) 

Both ordinances were in the first church 

before the day of Pentecost. Baptism-
Matthew 28:19; John 4:1-2. The LORDôS 
Supper-    Matthew 26:26-29. (2) There is 
strong    evidence of the existence of the 
LORDôS church before Pentecost, and these 
ordinances are seen at least a month and a 
half before Pentecost. The authority to    
administer these ordinances resides in true 
churches today. 

LLL The Commission: 
 

!  The Great Commission has already 
been mentioned, but letsô consider 

some of the other occurrences ( it occurs in 
each of the first five books of the New Tes-
tament), Mark 16:15-16; Luke 24:46-48; 
John 17:18; 20:20; Acts 1:8. 
 

.  Even before that, earlier in His pub-
lic ministry, the LORD gave a limited 

commission to the apostles, Luke 9: 1-6. (1) 
Later, He also sent the seventy with a lim-
ited commission, Luke 10:1-17. 

L± The Scriptural record: 
 

!  A church was taught how to disci-
pline its members when personal 

differences get out of hand, Matthew 18:20. 
(1) Why give such instructions without the   
existence of a church? 
 

.  The simple life of a church consti-
tutes two or three assembled with 

Christ in their midst, Matthew 18:20. 
 

/  The LORD spoke of building His 
church personally, Matthew 16:18. 

(1) This first use of the term ñchurchò here, 
indicates something already in existence. 

 

5  The LORD left His house on earth 
when He left, Mark 13:34. (1) The 

LORDôS house is the ñchurch of the living 
Godò, I Timothy 3:15. (2) Since our LORD 
left before Pentecost, He left a church on 
earth before Pentecost. 
 

9  The disciples continued to assemble 
even after Christôs departure, Acts 

1:13-14. (1) They were unified in fellowship 
and prayer. 
 

C  They had at least one business 
meeting before the day of Pentecost, 

Acts 1:15-26. (1) They elected an apostle to 
fill the vacancy of Judas Iscariot, fulfilling 
the prophecies of Psalm 69:25 and 109:8. 
 

D  Three thousand ñwere added untoò the other assembled disciples on 
the day of Pentecost, Acts 2:41. (1) Some-
thing had to be there to add unto it. 
 

I  The apostles were set in a church 
that had existence, I Corinthians 

12:28. (1) This setting of the apostles was 
long before Pentecost, Mark 3:13-19. 
       
If one had no other source but the Bible, 
one would easily come to the conclusion 
that the first church started during Christôs 
public ministry. No Scripture implies other-
wise. In fact, there is not the slightest hint, 
other than manôs reasoning and justifying a 
later date and Protestantism, that suggests 
otherwise. 

INSIDE THIS ISSUE: 

Acts 20:7 

Why do we worship on Sunday? Be-
cause Christ rose on the first day of the 
week. 
  
It is apparent many consider one day to be 
as good as another as a day of worship. 
They feel the important matter is to set it 
aside for one day, regardless of what day it 
is. For example, some churches now pro-
vide Saturday services to accommodate 
people leaving Sunday for travel, recrea-
tion, or any other personal activities. 
  
At the same time, there are those who in-
sist on a special day for worship, but they 
insist it is the Sabbath, or Saturday. Some 
of them insist anyone who doesnôt observe 
the Sabbath must consign them self to the 
category of false practice. It is evident they 
know little about the Sabbath, especially 
Paulôs warning against allowing people to 
judge according to oneôs observance ñof 
the Sabbath daysò, Colossians 2:16. 
  
Godôs people should be able to worship the 
Lord any day of the week. However, Sun-
day, the first day of the week, needs al-
ways to be a special day of worship for the 
followers of Christ under the New Cove-
nant. This is the day the Lord arose from 
the grave, Mark 16:9. In so doing, we rec-
ognize that the Lord made the first day of 
the week a special day of joy and gladness, 
Psalm 118:24. 
  
Some Bible students see more than a 
passing remark in Matthew 28:1 and Mark 
16:1. The latter refers to ñwhen the Sab-
bath was pastò. In view of the fact the Sab-
bath was for a particular time, in a particu-
lar location, with a particular climate, for a 
particular nation, Missionary Baptists 
should always reserve the first day of the 
week as a special time to worship. 
ñSabbathò by definition and Old Testament 
practice means ñrestò, not ñworshipò. 
  
By example, Christ appeared on the first 
day of the week. Most of the recorded ap-
pearances of Christ during the ñforty daysò 
after His resurrection, were on the first day 
of the week, Acts 1:3. 
  
He made a number of appearances on the 
very day of His resurrection, the first day of 
the week. First, He appeared to Mary Mag-
dalene early in the morning. (Mark 16:9; 
John 20:11-18) Second, He appeared to 
the other women who came to the tomb 
early that morning. (Matthew 28:9-10) They 
went to tell the disciples about His appear-
ance. Christ instructed them regarding an-
other appearance in Galilee. Third, He ap-

peared individually to two disciples. One of 
whom seems to be Simon Peter. (Mark 
16:12-13; Luke 24:13-34; 1 Corinthians 
15:5) As soon as they recognized the Lord, 
He disappeared. Fourth, He appeared to 
the assembled disciples on the evening of 
His resurrection. (Luke 24:36-43; John 
20:19-24) The apostle Thomas was absent 
from the assembly. One week later, again 
the first day of the week, the LORD ap-
peared to the apostles with Thomas pre-
sent. (John 20:26) Although Thomas had 
doubted the LORDôS resurrection, he accept-
ed the evidence of this appearance. (John 
20:28) Is there any doubt whether the LORD 
was displeased with the absence of Thom-
as that first LORDôS Day evening? Anyone 
who fails to assemble for worship on the 
LORDôS Day casts some doubt on the doc-
trine of His resurrection. On the other hand, 
anyone who worships the LORD on Sunday, 
in truth, acknowledges His resurrection. 
  
The fact Christ met again and again with 
His disciples on the first day of the week, 
impresses many people with the belief it is 
an example to follow. This is another rea-
son Missionary Baptistôs worship on Sun-
day. 
  

Acts 2:1 
Why do we worship on Sunday? Be-
cause of the Day of Pentecost. 
  

Some do not realize the first day of the 
week was sometimes significant in the Old 
Testament in the law given by Moses. The 
offering of firstfruits was ñOn the morrow 
after the Sabbathò (Leviticus 23:10-11) This 
was the first day of the week. The offering 
of firstfruits foretold of Christôs resurrection, 
thus the new day of worship. (1 Corinthians 
15:20) 
  

Also, that same day was important in com-
puting the day of Pentecost, one of the 
most important annual observances of the 
Jews. (Leviticus 23:15-16) The word 
ñPentecostò is derived from the ñfifty daysò, 
in computing the day of its observance. The 
counting to determine the day of Pentecost 
was ñfrom the morrow after the Sabbathò. It 
was on the first day of the week, also. 
 

In other words, God chose the first day of 
the week to empower Jerusalem church to 
carry out the commission. He had promised 
Divine power, and He provided power on 
the seventh Sunday after the Lordôs resur-
rection. (Luke 24:49; Acts 1:8; 2:1-4) One 
could also recognize (Continued on page 4) 


